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”The welfare state”

/ The support triangle
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What kind of social and other provisions do 
the individual emphasise as her/his most 
important way of helping the household?



Introduction: Some major changes

•• GenderGender

•• AgeAge

•• LabourLabour marketmarket



Employment by trade and industries: Greenland 1834-2004
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EmploymentEmployment by by tradetrade and and industriesindustries 19451945--20002000
(Greenland)(Greenland)
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EmploymentEmployment ((fullfull--timetime and partand part--time) time) ––
distributeddistributed by by gendergender 19651965--2001 2001 

(Greenland)(Greenland)

19651965 19741974 19871987 19941994 20012001
MM WW MM WW MM WW MM WW MM WW

Per cent of Per cent of 
total total 
employmentemployment

7676 2424 6767 3333 6666 3434 4343 5757 5252 4848

NumberNumber of of 
employedemployed

7.8587.858 2.4402.440 8.7888.788 4.2614.261 -- -- -- -- 10.86110.861 10.02610.026

Total Total numbernumber
of of employedemployed

10.29810.298 13.04913.049 20.89420.894

Source: Danmarks Statistik, Statistics Greenland and Living Conditions in Greenland, 1994



EmploymentEmployment ((fullfull--timetime and partand part--time) time) ––
distributeddistributed by by gendergender 19651965--2001 2001 

(Greenland)(Greenland)
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NumberNumber of persons of persons completingcompleting an an educationeducation ((thatthat qualifiesqualifies
for for oneone oror more types of jobs) more types of jobs) –– 1981/821981/82--1999/2000 1999/2000 

Personer der har fuldført en kompetencegivende 
uddannelse 1980/81-2000/01 fordelt på køn
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Persons per Persons per householdhousehold 19451945--20052005
GreenlandGreenland
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SummingSumming up up somesome changeschanges

•• A A shiftshift from a from a huntershunters and and fishersfishers society to a society society to a society 
more more likelike a western a western industrialisedindustrialised society but society but fishingfishing and and 
huntinghunting still still importantimportant;;

•• AlmostAlmost halfhalf of all of all employedemployed areare womenwomen;;

•• More More womenwomen thanthan men men completescompletes an an educationeducation;;

•• FamilyFamily structurestructure and and thusthus householdhousehold sizesize and and 
compositioncomposition has has changedchanged rapidlyrapidly..



…… and and nownow back to back to ’’helphelp to to householdhousehold’’

•• WeWe do not have do not have quatitativequatitative information to information to 
comparecompare withwith but the SLiCA data gives but the SLiCA data gives 
indicationsindications onon howhow the respondents the respondents 
perceiveperceive theirtheir help/contributionhelp/contribution to the to the 
householdhousehold



The SLiCA The SLiCA questionquestion::

•• NowNow II’’dd likelike youyou to to thinkthink aboutabout whatwhat youyou
feelfeel is the most is the most importantimportant wayway youyou helphelp
youryour householdhousehold. . 

•• ThisThis maymay oror maymay not not bebe paidpaid workwork. . 
•• Of all the Of all the thingsthings youyou do do whatwhat is the most is the most 

importantimportant wayway youyou helphelp youryour householdhousehold?



Respondents help to household 
distributed by labour market affiliation

(Greenland)(Greenland)
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Respondents Respondents helphelp to to householdhousehold distributeddistributed
by by personalpersonal incomeincome (USD) (USD) -- (Greenland)(Greenland)
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Male respondents Male respondents helphelp to to householdhousehold
distributeddistributed by age (Greenland)by age (Greenland)

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

job
, in

co
me, p

ay
ing

 bi
lls

sh
ow

 lo
ve

, a
ffe

cti
on

hu
nt 

an
d f

ish
, g

ath
er

do
mesti

c d
uti

es
, c

oo
k

ple
asu

re
tak

e ca
re of

 ch
ild

ren

ke
ep

 ho
use

hold
 go

ing

under 25
25-64
65 and older

Source: SLiCA



FemaleFemale respondents respondents helphelp to to householdhousehold
distributeddistributed by age (Greenland)by age (Greenland)
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Ending remarks

•• Most of the Most of the preliminarypreliminary resultsresults thatthat areare
mentionedmentioned, more , more oror lessless confirmedconfirmed whatwhat I I 
assumedassumed..

•• SomewhatSomewhat surprisingsurprising, , thoughthough thatthat the the twotwo
highesthighest rankingranking categoriescategories for for bothboth men and men and 
womenwomen areare ’’job, job, incomeincome etcetc’’ and and ’’love and love and 
affectionaffection’’. . LeastLeast surprisingsurprising herehere is is thatthat womenwomen
rank rank theirtheir contributioncontribution of the of the softsoft and and nonnon--
materialmaterial kind.kind.
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